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WiMAX Forum® Quick Facts 
 
 

 

Year Established: 2001     Website: www.wimaxforum.org 

 
Vision:  AeroMACS, WiGRID, and WiMAX Empower Wireless Broadband Innovation Everywhere 
 
Mission: The WiMAX Forum is a worldwide consortium chartered to deliver certification that achieves global interoperability, 
develop technical specifications based on open standards, pursue a favorable regulatory environment, and promote the vision 
of the greater ecosystem.  
 
Members: The WiMAX Forum’s membership base represents a thriving WiMAX Ecosystem that includes leading equipment 
manufacturers, service providers and systems integrators. A complete list of members is available online at 
http://wimaxforum.org/Company/Directory.  
 

Officers and Board of Directors: The Board of the WiMAX Forum comprises industry leaders throughout the 
broadband wireless ecosystem. Board members are committed to providing guidance and direction to ensure that the WiMAX 
Forum executes its vision and charter. 

 
 

 

Board of Directors 
Chairman: Dr. Mohammad Shakouri, Novation Broadband 
Vice Chairman: Ali Tabassi, YTL Communications Sdn Bhd 
Secretary: Shoichi Hanatani, Avicom Japan 
Paolo Troyer, Leonardo Company 
Seho Kim, Ph.D., Samsung 
Rudy Leser, Sequans 
Anders Rendahl, Siemens 
Mark Altshuller, Telrad Networks 
Dr. Fumio Watanabe, UQ Communications
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Technical Activities and Working Groups: The WiMAX Forum organizes its technical activities through a number of 
Working Groups coordinated by a Technical Steering Committee. The primary function of the technical activities is to develop 
the technical specifications underlying WiMAX Forum Certified® products. 
 
Charter: The Technical Steering Committee (TSC) is chartered to oversee the non-Advisory Working Groups and the 
development of WiMAX Forum technical specifications and certification procedures to ensure an integrated, timely, and 
predictable technical program with broad membership support. It shall ensure the consistency of Working Group activities and 
outputs; ensure that technical planning, specification, and certification is broad-based, representing the Membership and 
driving the ecosystem; and promote broad acceptance of roadmaps and decisions by the WiMAX Forum Membership. 

Chair: Declan Byrne, WiMAX Forum  

Aviation Working Group (AWG) 

Charter: The Aviation Working Group acts as a focal point for Worldwide Aviation Industry interest in AeroMACS as a 
technology for Aviation Applications on a global basis by defining requirements and technology profiles that drive the network 
and air interface specifications and certification for AeroMACS networks and products to ensure the development of a healthy 
eco-system of interoperable Aviation centric product solutions. AWG provides coordinated input from the Aviation Industry to 
other Working Groups and the WiMAX Forum Board. The Aviation Working Group will provide a coordinated input for the 
AeroMACS Network Operators and Service Providers to facilitate the definition of a clear business model for CPE, Base 
Station, Infrastructure equipment and network integrators. Participation is open to all WiMAX Forum Members. AWG is the 
single source for coordinated recommendations and requirements that drive AeroMACS Specifications utilizing the input and 
experience from all WiMAX applications for the betterment of the AeroMACS Ecosystem - AWG provides marketing support to 
position WiMAX in the Aviation Industry as the premiere technology for Aviation Applications on a global basis and to 
maximize participation in this market segment. The AWG will endeavor to coordinate the interest of OEM vendors to develop 
and provide products and solutions for WiMAX aviation applications. The formation and activities of this group are reviewed 
and coordinated by the following organizations: ICAO, EuroCAE, EUROCONTROL, Federal Aviation Administration, RTCA. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Aloke Roy, Honeywell 
• First Vice Chair:  Eugene Crozier, Powertech Labs 
• Second Vice Chair: Simona Pieratelli, Leonardo Company 

Service Provider Working Group (SPWG) 

Charter: Provide coordinated input from service providers to other working groups and the WiMAX Forum Board. Participation 
is open to all WiMAX Forum members. The Service Provider Working Group is the single source for coordinated 
recommendations and requirements that drive the network and air interface specifications for WiMAX networks and products. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Steve Rosen, YTL 
• Vice Chair:  Leonhard Korowajczuk, CelPlan  

Smart Energy Working Group (SEWG) 
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Charter: The Smart Energy Working Group acts as a focal point for the Mining, Oil and Gas, and Utility interest in WIMAX as 
a technology for Smart Energy Applications, and will promote WiMAX as the premiere technology for Smart Energy 
Applications on a global basis.  To define Mining, Oil and Gas, and Utility requirements and technology profiles that drive the 
network and air interface specifications and certification for WiMAX networks and products to ensure the development of a 
healthy eco-system of interoperable Smart Energy centric product solutions.  To establish a platform for the Mining, Oil and 
Gas, and Utility Industries to provide input to the WiMAX Forum.  This provides a formal method for the Mining, Oil and Gas, 
and Utility Industries to communicate with the marketing working group, technical working groups and WiMAX Forum Board of 
Directions. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Eugene Crozier, BC Hydro 
• Vice Chair:  Jim Slinowsky, Siemens 
• Vice Chair:  Judy LeStrange, GE 

 
Technical Working Group (TWG) 

Charter: Develop technical product specifications and certification test suites for the air interface based on the OFDMA PHY, 
complementary to the IEEE 802.16 standards, primarily for the purpose of interoperability and certification of mobile stations, 
subscriber stations and base stations conforming to the IEEE 802.16 standards. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Seho Kim, Samsung 
• Vice Chair:  Seck Foo Wong, YTL 

 
TWG - Network Task Group (NTG) 

Charter: Create end-to-end networking and network interoperability (NWIOT) specifications for fixed, nomadic, portable 
and mobile WiMAX systems, beyond what is defined in the scope of IEEE 802.16. The specifications shall be based on 
harmonized requirements delivered by the Service Provider Working Group and requirements from other organizations as 
deemed appropriate. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Behnam Neekzad, YTL 

 
 
 
 
TWG - Certification Task Group (CTG) 
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Charter: Manage the WiMAX Forum Certification Program through the selection and oversight of certification test labs, 
the evaluation of testing options and the integration of key Technical Working Group System Profiles, PICS and TSS & 
TP deliverables to ensure that products are certified under the highest ethical and technical standards. 

Global Roaming Working Group (GRWG) 

Charter: Assure availability of global roaming service for WiMAX technology in a timely manner as demanded by the 
marketplace. 

Officers 

• Chair:  Sang Ho Ough, KT 
 
Regulatory Working Group 

Charter: Promote worldwide access to spectrum “fit for purpose” for WiMAX Forum Certified systems with sufficient 
harmonization of frequency ranges to facilitate significant economies of scale; and encourage adoption of appropriate 
regulatory frameworks based on principles of technology and service neutrality, allowing service providers to deploy the most 
appropriate solutions for their markets. To achieve these goals, RWG is the central authority within the WiMAX Forum on 
spectrum and regulatory matters. 

Officers 

• Chair: Jayne Stancavage, Intel 

 

WiMAX Forum Staff: 
Declan Byrne   President 
Rich Hawkins   Executive Secretary, Aviation Working Group 
Alessandra Rocha  Business Development Director 
Sophia Chang   Project Manager 
Jack Daniels   Finance Director 
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Regional Staff: 
 
Africa 
Semere Tekie, Regional Director 
 
Caribbean and Latin America (CALA) 
Raul Rigo, Regional Director 
Rafael del Carpio, Regional Director 
 
India & South Asia 
Shyam Kaushal, Regional Director 
 
Indonesia 
Kanaka Hidayat, Regional Director 
 
Russia, CIS & Eastern Europe 
Sergey Portnoy, Regional Director 
 
Southeast Asia 
Dr. P.S. Tang, Regional Director 


